Museums of Cities and urban cultural landscapes

in the Global Contemporary:
conceptual issues, critical challenges
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A cultural landscape is.“a combination of both nature and history”

A cultural landscape “is a changing and constantly evolving territory,
the product of a specific geological identity and transformations
made by time and people. .

Both individuals and communities are responsible
forprotecting and enhancing these landscapes”.
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Hemali Bhuta

Speed Breakers, 2012

“these shallow roots
seem to be transmitters,
rising from one end
and submitting
to the other,
as though they are swallowed back
into the land.

They suggest a growth
of an unborn tree
or one that has died.
They refer back to
the bronze age layered in the
earth”



In the Urban Age, cities are accelerators and catalysts of rapid change
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dive into
the hist-::n;y
of ghent!
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ROTTERDAMMERS
EN HUN STAD

Rotterdammers
and their City

Thinking of Rotterdam, you probably see modern architecture and an
international port. But take a closer look and you'll find more, much more.
In Rotterdammers and their City, you'll meet the people behind the skyline.

Regular people from Rotterdam, with a particular passion, are literally put
on a pedestal. By working, caring, making, growing or innovating, they
play a part in developing the city of Rotterdam.

Let them take you on a journey and show you what is making their
Rotterdam tick. You'll see how connected they are with the rest of the city.
Enjoy this glimpse of Rotterdam from their perspective.

Like the city, this exhibition will never be complete. Rotterdammers
and their City literally offers space for ideas and meetings concerning
Rotterdam. Please share your Rotterdam too, and contribute to an ever
growing and more diverse image of our city!
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A City museum is a centre of information, reflection and
discussion about a city, offering the multi-faceted explanations
and backgrounds of the city's past as a frame of reference.
As a forum for the important topics concerning the municipal
society, it will contribute to the process by which that society
comes to an understanding about its present and future.
With its collections, exhibitions and events, the museum reacts
to the present as it raises questions about the future.

A city museum tries to represent as well as to address the
diverse city society of the 215t century: in its staff as well as in its
programme and collections.

The museum adopts a participatory orientation, which takes the
wealth of its visitors' experience and knowledge seriously and
makes use of it as an integral element.

Jan Gerchow



