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From the Chair
“For last year’s words belong to last year’s
language
And next year’s words await another voice.
And to make an end is to make a beginning.”
T. S. Eliot
How very true! CAMOC crossed the threshold to
2016 with two more tasks that resonate to T. S.
Elliot’s words and connect CAMOC’s recent past
with its promising future.
In mid December, CAMOC submitted to ICOM a
Special Project proposal entitled “Migration:Cities”
which aims to foster engaging dialogues on
the theme of migration. If the project gets
in partnership with the International Committee
of Regional Museums, the Commonwealth
Association of Museums and various museums
around the world.
As it is customary in early January, CAMOC
submitted to ICOM the Annual Activity and
Financial Report and its Forward Plan. The
exercise brought together a great amount of work
CAMOC successfully accomplished in 2015 thanks
to the collective efforts of its members in many
different countries. My warmest congratulations
and thanks to all colleagues who have contributed
to CAMOC’s smaller or bigger achievements
throughout last year!
The report also helped us set the frame for an
equally challenging year, which will be marked by
the 24th Triennial ICOM Conference in Milan this
coming July. The full report will be soon available
in CAMOC’s website after SAREC’s evaluation.
We now start 2016 with another great issue of
CAMOCnews! We continue to focus on recently
accomplished and on-going city museum
transformations, such as the inspirational
projects of the Museum of London and Museum
of Stockholm. As our aim is to share city museum
experiences, we invite all colleagues who are
involved in similar projects to contribute relevant
articles in 2016.
We acknowledge the importance of new media
in enriching the ways we construct collective
narratives about cities, and welcome the reports

of this issue on cultural mapping projects, social
media and urban activism as well as on digital
educational tools. Other exhibition and educational
initiatives (i.e. museum work in Krakow, the
here together with a useful report on CAMOC’s
presence in Facebook.
Of course, you must not miss CAMOC’s Call for
Papers for the 24th Triennial ICOM Conference
in Milan, in partnership with ICOFOM/MINOM,
ICAMT and ICR. Save the dates, make a note of
important deadlines, and explore CAMOC’s Travel
Grant opportunities. Do not forget that in Milan
we will be talking about “Museums and Cultural
Landscapes”, so we warmly invite you to send to
CAMOCnews your contributions about this topic
and the ways you approach it in your countries.
Last but not least, this issue hosts a special
section on CAMOC’s Migration Workshop in
partnership with the Open Museum/Glasgow
Life Museums. This has been a very fruitful
undertaking whose results will be made
public in many different ways. In this issue we
provide impressions of the workshop shared
by the grantees of the workshop. In CAMOC’s
website, you can already access all PowerPoint
presentations and very soon you will also be able
to watch videos of the lectures and read textual
harvests of the interactive discussions of the
workshop. Once again, our most sincere thanks
to Chris Jamieson and Crawford McGugan from
work.
As CAMOC completed an exciting 10th year
programme of meaningful events, its community
of members scored the highest numbers ever (199
individual members and 33 institutional ones, an

We are very happy with this promising growth
and extend our wishes to everyone for a very
prosperous, creative, inspiring and peaceful
New Year!
Marlen Mouliou
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A New City Museum of Stockholm

A COMPLEX BUILDING AND A NEW MUSEUM
THE CITY MUSEUM ON-SITE
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Cry Immortalized
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T R AV E L G R A N T S

March 15 th 2016.
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CAMOC on the social networks
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http://network.icom.museum/
camoc/get-involved/become-amember/

http://network.icom.museum/camoc/L/9/
INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF MUSEUMS

CAMOC

Join CAMOC now!

URBAN LIFE AND OUR COMMON FUTURE!

to be a part of our community.
our “web page”.
membership page:

BECOME A MEMBER.
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CAMOC’s Migration Workshop
Glasgow 26-27 November 2015

Workshop Day 1. Team building
Glasgow Museums

Marlen Mouliou*

T

wo months ago, CAMOC and the Open Museum/
Glasgow Life Museums (which is also a CAMOC
institutional member) co-organised a workshop
on Migration and the role of city museums, in
collaboration with Glasgow Museum’s community
outreach team and Glasgow Museum’s migration
forum. The workshop took place at the Riverside
Museum, the winner of the European Museum of
collaboration of the Maryhill Integration Network in
Glasgow, a community centre working with migrants
and refugees.
The workshop aimed to explore how cities are shaped
by arriving communities and how these communities
can get involved in museum work and be assets and

and life experiences. Through the opportunity to meet
and discuss with people involved in live projects,
the workshop ought to enable understanding of the
step-by-step process of project development, ethical
considerations, overcoming challenges and measuring
impact.
49 individuals from nine countries participated in the
workshop. From those, three were invited speakers
from Germany, Netherlands and Brazil (Martin
Dusphol-Kreuzberg Museum Director, Nicole van
Dijk-Curator of the Rotterdam Museum, Marilia
Bonas-Director of the Immigration Museum of Sao
Paulo) but most of the speakers were UK-based.
A rich mix of performances, pop up events, speakers
and project visits inspired honest discussion and

collecting, safeguarding and disseminating their stories
Marlen Mouliou, CAMOC Chair
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Workshop Day 1. Opening remarks by Workshop Organisers (Open
Museum Manager Chris Jamieson & CAMOC Chair, Marlen
Mouliou) © Glasgow Museums

out and shared. The programme included:
-

Three introductory speeches
Six 15’ presentations
Seven 5’ Big Idea presentations
Two artistic presentations
Four round table discussions

migration, representation and museums
- A workshop activity (Help Yourself 2015) around
a reproduced and enlarged map of the world using
limited edition button badges
- An evening music event
- Three site visits namely:
a) Meet with the Scottish Refugee Council to
project Lest We Forget with project participants
b) Pop-up Migration Museum project screening,
discussion and tour of Glasgow Museums
Resource Centre pods
c) Visit the Muslim Elderly Day Care Centre

*

O

ne of the most debated ideas during the CAMOCOpen Museum Migration Workshop in Glasgow
last November 26-27 does not suggest re-inventing the
wheel, but rather points to something most museum
professionals pay more lip service to that action:
museums are for people, and museums of cities are
meeting places for the urban dwellers that live in them.
When embraced wholeheartedly, this obvious
idea lead museums to extrovert their processes,
allowing new approaches with innovative results.
Gegê Leme Joseph, Museum Consultant

The workshop proved to be a truly powerful
experience for all the participants. The outcomes of
the presentations, the site visits, the discussions, the
networking etc. have been immediately apparent.
CAMOC and the Open Museum of Glasgow will
compile an extensive report on the workshop which
will be made available online. All presentations have
been video recorded and will soon be accessible
through CAMOC’s YouTube channel.
In this issue of CAMOCnews, we present the
impressions provided by the workshop grantees Gegê
Leme, Carla Mardini and György Szeljak.
For the detailed programme of the workshop, check the
following link:

A visual panorama of the conference is available online
at:
http://network.icom.museum/
)
https://www.
see uploads on 25, 26, 27/11/15, 30/11/15,
1/12/15, 5/1/16)
https://twitter.com/
)

Participation, collaboration and sharing are at the
heart of such innovation.
In Glasgow we had the opportunity to witness
inspiring experiences from different museums
around the world whose activities explore
participation in different levels while acting
as mediators of dialogues and facilitators of
relationships between people. Most museums
represented came from cities facing constant change
cities’ identities while helping negotiate new voices
and views within their communities is at the heart
26
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of what these museums are doing in the quest to
play an ethical relevant role.
The impressive reach of the work developed by the Open
Museum within Glasgow communities certainly set the
tone for many discussions. This innovative museum
avails and shares a vast array of collections from the
Glasgow Museums Resource Centre, creating dialogues
and capturing social histories within diverse communities.
Taking the meaning of ‘outreach’ to another level, the
Open Museum searches for hidden stories big and
small, bringing silent voices and the complex texture of
Glasgow people to life. A true inspirational institution we
must all learn from.
I was also touched by the courageous experience of
Martin Düsphol, Leader of the Friedrichschain-Kreuzberg
Museum (Berlin), opening up curatorial approaches
to participation and sometimes even relinquishing
communities’ – a lesson to all museum professionals.
Running museums within ‘hyper-diverse’ realities
demands trial and error, risk-taking and above all humility
to ask questions about who has the right to represent who,
and act on the answers. Let’s open our institutions to
all and become the much-needed modern agorae where
diverse opinions can be shared, discussed and coexist.
Nicole van Dijk, Curator and Project Manager of
Museum Rotterdam, showed us how participation and
community co-curation can yield even more amazing
results when brought right into museum-making. While
running a major refurbishment project for the museum,
Nicole also reinvented the way the museum was planned,
run and creatively developed by inviting champions of

Big Idea session Day 2: Carla Mardini from Beirut’s
Urban Cultural Centre Gege Leme

diverse Rotterdam communities to partake in all
museum-making activities. The result is amazing!
Museum Rotterdam has now also set remuneration fees
for participating community members, putting museum
staff and community at the same level of importance.
Marilia Bonas’s presentation (Executive Director –
Immigration Museum, São Paulo) touched me for breadth
of work done in my own uber-diverse city, bringing
various local and often disconnected communities to meet
and collaborate, collect oral histories, interpret museum
collections and share in important museum decisions. As
a descendant of migrants myself, I feel truly grateful to
the Immigration Museum for preserving the heritage of
such complex but beautiful city for future generations in
a country where memory is not a concern.
Carla Mardini’s Beirut Urban Cultural Centre
presentation was a symbolic project for today’s reality.
Lebanon, their impact on urban life and communities.
Leaving great part of the building untouched, Beirut’s
Urban Cultural Centre will certainly speak for itself in
reminding us of the sad consequences that emerge from
lack of dialogue and embracing diversity within cities.
Last but not least, Glasgow Museums close work with
local communities engaging migrants, recent and past,
integration pay full testimony to the meaning of “People
make Glasgow”.

Day 1, Keynote speech by Nicole van Dijk, Rotterdam Museum
Glasgow Museums

There could not have been a better place to discuss such
urgent matters and I hope we continue the dialogue
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A

mong the museums that I admire most are the
ones that care about people. CAMOC gave me the
opportunity at the Migration Workshop in Glasgow to
meet the professionals behind this kind of museums.
Here is a short report about what I took with me.
The presentation of Eithne Nightingale1 opened the
workshop on the diversity of approach of migration
in museums in different countries. She managed
to classify this diversity in categories (Purpose of
migration, type of museums, museums scenarios…
etc.). I had the chance to chat with Eithne we talked
about how much the word migrant is charged with
negativity and it is better not be used anymore.
At the workshop, I met as well Martin Dusphol.
He passionately spoke about the FriedrichschainKreuzberg Museum’s experience in planning an
exhibition to attract Turkish community. He explained
his museum’s mistake assuming to know what the
community needs and likes, instead of actually asking
the community members what they are interested in
before deciding the subject of the exhibition that is
meant for them. Once this was understood, the museum
started attracting and collaborating successfully with
people from the community.
It was interesting for me to learn at the workshop
about the new concept of the Rotterdam Museum
that was presented by the curator Nicole Van Dijk.
Rotterdam Museum will open in another building in
February 2016 and will have the aim to represent the
“hyper diversity” of the city that has 60% of foreignborn citizens. The museum will show contemporary
concept is to co-produce and co-curate the exhibition

One of the citizens is an East European. The Museum
built a long relationship with him and his family.
Kamen will be given the space to make his own stories.
For instance, he often uses the bus to travel to his
home country; he says he sees the world around him
changing every time. The Museum put him in touch

have the opportunity to make a road movie that will be
shown at the exhibition.
There were very touching stories and great projects that
I cannot talk about in details here, but I would like to
mention at least one.
I was very moved by the testimony of Rema
2
who runs with other members, The Maryhill
Republic of Macedonia with her husband and three
children during the Kosovo war where she witnessed
horrors. She was evacuated on medical grounds
because she was suffering from cancer. When she
arrived with her family to Glasgow she started helping
other migrants by teaching them to do something.
She said: “It started from my own experience. I
couldn’t see that integration was going to happen if
you just offer them a cup of tea and one to one English
tuition”
At the Workshop, I had also the chance as a member
this Museum and Urban Cultural Center project for the
city of Beirut. After my presentation it was great to see
the enthusiasm and interest this project has got. This is
very encouraging.
During these two intensive days, few thoughts and
observations came to my mind. I would like to share it
with you:
- We, as museum professionals, have to make sure
that the museum remains an environment
which is truly committed to human
values. In which people’s dignity is restored and
all visitors feel they are respected and treated
equally.
- It has been proven that a good life is about good
relationships. Museums have the power to
improve people’s lives today; we have to offer
more activities in which visitors engage, not with
the museum, but with each other. This way,
visitors could create bonds, share and connect.

1

Eithne Nightingale has literarily traveled the world and gave examples of museums from around the globe. It is possible to follow her
work on Migration and Museums on her very interesting blog: https://eithnenightingale.wordpress.com/
2
To know more about Rema Sherif ’s story, follow the link: http://news.stv.tv/west-central/217802-remzije-sherifi-named-woman-ofthe-year-at-migrant-and-refugee-awards/
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I

took part in the CAMOC Migration Workshop which
took place in Glasgow from 25 to 27 of November
2015. The topic of this special interactive workshop,
migration and its representation in city museums, is a
studies. The meeting offered an excellent opportunity
to familiarize with new concepts, methods and good
examples. It was also very helpful as this theme aroused
the interest of museologists in Hungary only very
recently. Following the 1989 political -economic changes,
Hungary has gradually transformed from a mere transit
country of East-West migration into a target country as
well. Social research closely followed the various social
and economic factors behind these processes. However,
the material culture and the museum representation of
contemporary migration, has not yet been researched till
the 2010s. The Museum of Ethnography in Budapest,
where I work, is the centre of these type of museum
researches.
Participants of the workshop came from different
countries, museums, university centres, organizations.
Therefore they approached the topic from different
aspects offering new viewpoints concerning research,
museum representations and activities. However, all
participants started from a common ethical consideration
to question social segmentation and to play an important
role in the integration of immigrants and minority
groups. We need have an active engagement with these
communities. The museum can be a contact zone, a space
for negotiation, where people with different cultural
background and world view come to meet, interact,
change ideas and values. The museum is not a mere

preached one-sidedly. Our role is to act as mediators,
interpreters, facilitating the self-representation of the
different individuals and communities.
But what are the good methods concerning research,
representation, museum education, intercultural
activities to reach our goals? The participants of the
workshop presented many excellent examples. Hereby,
I mention only some of them, focused mainly on
György Szeljak, Curator of Museum of Ethnography Budapest, Hungary

exhibitions and museum representations.
I liked the examples when curators did not make
a systematic distinction between migrants and
non-migrants. The focus was rather on the local
multi-ethnic context and the everyday interaction of
individuals belonging to the same suburb or city. This
and the ways in which actors shape the image of their
neighbourhood. To realize this kind of exhibitions, one
needs the active participation of local people (p. e. giving
objects, telling life stories, participating in programmes)
which can create a sense of belongings and a chance to
feel as a community.
In case of such exhibitions, micro histories and concrete
individual stories about the migration process play an
important role. This approach was presented by several
speakers in the workshop. Such an approach helps us to
understand the personal aspects, identify with the actors,

Their life-stories, objects and stories related to objects are
also to be interpreted in a wider transnational framework.
Memory and imagination surrounding migrant material
culture can help to sustain relations with the distant home
with relatives and friends. As some of the participants
pointed out, physicality of objects, their concreteness and
permanence help in establishing an existential continuity
even in times of moving, relocation and change.
Last but not least, I was fascinated by the model
developed by our host, the Open Museum. They
reimagine the notion of museum, and push it to its
boundaries. Their loan service system facilitates free
access to the collections in a very innovative and
experimental way. They are able to offer an opportunity
for self-representation to different groups and individuals,
and build a new kind of relationship with them. They
successfully create a dialogue and reinterpret the
traditional roles of curators and audiences.
In my view, we need openness, a lot of creativity and
The CAMOC workshop in Glasgow was an excellent
occasion to get inspirations and new ideas for this work.
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FROM THE CONFERENCE
Keynote speeches, Big Ideas, interactive discussions, comment wall, storytelling, activities in Maryhill Integration
Network from Day 1 and Day 2 of the workshop (Photos: Glasgow Museums and Marlen Mouliou photo archive)
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street phenomenon into an accepted

changed the street scene 30 years
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