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Here we are! 

Where is Alberta, Canada?  



History of Alberta 

The majority of Alberta’s 
first agricultural settlers 
were Welsh, German, 
Ukrainian, and 
Scandinavian; many via 
the United States. 



Museums in Alberta 
  

Alberta has over 220 museums, most of 
which focus on the early history of the 
province after settlement 



Changing Role of Museums 



Museum Sustainability 

Social Social 

Cultural Cultural 

Health Health Environmental Environmental 

Financial Financial 



Drumheller, Alberta 



Landscape of the Alberta 

View from the air 
above the Valley Æ 

Red Deer River Valley 



Alberta Badlands 

Three reasons for 
exceptional fossil 
preservation: 
• an abundance of 
sedimentary rock 

• the exposure of these 
rocks in the river 
valleys 

• the dry climate 



Dinosaur Rush 



History of Drumheller 

Atlas Coal Mine National Historic Site 
 

Town of Drumheller, c.1930 



Building a Sense of Place 

Royal Tyrrell Museum of Palaeontology 
Opened September 25, 1985 



About the Royal Tyrrell Museum 



About the Royal Tyrrell Museum 



Museums and Tourism 

Travel Alberta ad campaign image of the badlands 



Destination Awareness 
Destination Canada 
• National Marketing  
Destination Canada 
• National Marketing  

Travel Alberta 
• Provincial Marketing 
Travel Alberta 
• Provincial Marketing 

Canadian Badlands Tourism 
• Regional Marketing 
Canadian Badlands Tourism 
• Regional Marketing 

Travel Drumheller 
• Local Marketing 
Travel Drumheller 
• Local Marketing 

Royal Tyrrell Museum 
• Museum Marketing 
Royal Tyrrell Museum 
• Museum Marketing 



Drumheller Identity as “Dinosaur Capital 
of the World” 



Conflict of Identity 

Canadian Badlands Passion Play 



Museums and the Tourism Industry 

Example of partnership with local hotels to encourage longer stays in the region 



Museums and the Tourism Industry 



Impact of Museums 
In Alberta, there are over 220 Museums, Zoos, Science 
Centres, & Art Galleries 
 
Number of Museum Professionals in Canada = 24,000 
Number of Volunteers in Museums = 55,000 
 
Number of Museum Visits in Canada = 59 million 
60% of international tourists visit Canada’s museums 
•     Indirect Economic Contribution in Canada = $17 billion 
 



Thank you 

Carrie-Ann Lunde 
ICR Board Member 
Head, Marketing & Public Relations, 
Royal Tyrrell Museum of Palaeontology 


